
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE HANDS-ON WITH 
NEW LIFE SCIENCE CURRICULUM  

Piscataway seventh graders are taking hands-on science to a 
higher level. Within the new Life Science curriculum, students 
study the body systems and how they relate to each other 
within a complex, multi-cellular organism. Students study     
organ systems and their parts by drawing and labelling an an-

notated, life-sized 
model of a body 
system. Working  
cooperatively with 
lab partners, they 
explore internal 
and external     
features and study 
the complexities  
of the ways a multi
-cellular organism 
works to meet the 
basic needs of life. 
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Above: Conackamack students are 

engrossed in hands-on learning.  

Above Left: Conackamack life drawing. 

Left: Schor life drawing. 

SAIL PROGRAM TO OFFER 

MUSIC THERAPY 
The SAIL (Students Achieving Independent Life Skills) Transition Program 

for developmentally disabled high school students is expanding its 

offerings to include music therapy. Music is a non-threatening tool 

whereby special needs individuals/groups experience recreation and joy 

while music therapists gently guide them toward goals. Music therapy 

uses musical activities to build and enhance social and language skills and 

capacity for control, and facilitate connection. The first music therapy session for SAIL students 

will be held on January 11, 2017. 



Superintendent’s Report 

  Students at King Intermediate 

School made their votes count 

on Election Day when they cast 

a symbolic vote for president 

and an actual vote for their 

school mascot. With help from 

the PTO as well as volunteer poll 

workers, students signed in and 

entered a voting booth created 

by King teachers. They entered 

their votes on laptop computers 

and the results are in -- Hillary Clinton won the Presidential 

election and the new King mascot is the Penguin! Afterwards, 

each student received a flag pencil and an “I Voted” sticker.  

MOODS MATTER AT SCHOR 

KING VOTES PENGUIN 

Middle school students don’t usually like to be labeled, but at Schor School, 

students wear labels like “cheerful,” “fit,” “productive,” “intelligent,” even 

“sensational,” with pride! It’s all part of the You, I, We Inspire initiative that began 

in earnest two years ago. The entire Schor family is welcome in the counseling office 

to pick a post-it that best describes their mood -- or the mood they aspire to 

achieve that day -- from the “Have a Good Day!” wall, and wear those positive 

messages throughout the day. Students can also pick a post-it for a friend who may 

need a little encouragement. The Schor Counseling Department reports that both 

the centrally located “Mood Board” and the “Wish Boards” on which students are 

free to express their own sentiments, are having a profoundly positive effect on the 

school community, with good citizenship on the rise. During November 

Conferences, parents were invited to participate, leaving their best wishes for the 

children on the “Parent Hope Board.” 
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CONACKAMACK AND KING DID THE “TURKEY TROT” 

SIGNING DAY 
PHS Senior 

swimming 

sensation 

Elizabeth 

Borges’s hard 

work throughout 

four years of 

PHS competitive 

swimming paid 

off on College 

Signing Day. 

Elizabeth committed to the Binghamton University, where 

she will attend college and swim for the Division One 

Bearcats. Congratulations, Elizabeth! 

 This Thanksgiving season ML King School Intermediate School and 

Conackamack Middle School held “Turkey Trot” One Mile Run/Walk 

and Food Drives, promoting good health and good deeds. ML King’s 

Turkey Trot was held on November 22. Students and faculty 

participated in a one mile walk/run around the school and collected 

food items to help fight hunger for those less fortunate. King students 

collected over 400 food items for the FISH Food Pantry Organization. 

Conackamack’s “Turkey Trot” was held on November 23. The entire 

school population and families cheered on over 50 runners from all 

three grade levels who participated in the one mile event. Under the 

slogan “two hands, two cans,” Conackamack received over 1000 items 

to be donated to local food banks during the holiday season. 



QUIB ALUM SHARES NASA NEWS 

Quibbletown students were flying high during a special assembly featuring a Quib 

alumnus. Steven Geuther last walked the halls of Quibbletown 11 years ago, and 

today, he works as a mechanical engineer for NASA (National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration). Geuther offered the students a glimpse into what he does every day 

at NASA in a presentation entitled: Aircraft for the Next Generation – Shaping the 

Future of Aviation. Geuther spoke of Mars exploration expected to begin by 2025-

2030, showing examples of aircraft that can withstand that terrain, including new 

capabilities for vertical take-off. He explained the “Concept Life Cycle – Ideation” to 

students, noting that Past Ideas, Future Scenarios, and Technology Advances equal 

High Potential National Ideas. He pressed upon the students that many of the same 

principles apply to their life in the classroom; and that even when models crash, you keep questioning what went wrong, keep 

rebuilding, and never give up.  Principal Gonzalez pointed out that while Mr. Geuther graduated Quibbletown 11 years ago, the 

Mars exploration project he currently works on is just nine years from an expected launch. Current Quibbletown students could 

join the team working on this exciting project when they complete their education. 
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“GRAND PARENTS” SHARE 

EXPERIENCES 

READ-BELIEVE-ACHIEVE AT KNOLLWOOD 

Knollwood students love to read, and students in Ms. Johnson’s class are 

obsessed with reading. These third graders were the winners of Knollwood’s 

Read-Believe-Achieve Challenge, logging in a total of 12,921 minutes of 

reading time over a month-long period. The students received a special 

reward for their hard work – they had the honor of reading 

aloud to the entire school and special guest, Eric LeGrand, during 

Eric’s annual visit to Knollwood. The selected book, “What Do 

You Do with a Problem,” by Yodi Kamada, fit perfectly with Eric’s 

message of believing in yourself, and working hard to overcome 

any difficulty. Students and guests were able to follow along with 

the student readers, as the book was projected onto two large 

screens via hover cam. 

 

Piscataway’s Grand Parents Association serves grandparents, 

aunts, uncles, foster parents, and others who are guardians for 

children within the District. Grand Parents meet four to five  

times each year, sharing their experiences and taking part in 

programs 

specifically 

designed for 

their needs. The 

next Grand 

Parent meeting 

is December 13 

in the 

Administration Building. 

Beat those winter doldrums by learning a new skill! The 

Community Education Department is reinventing the 

Saturday Enrichment Program, offering classes for 

children through adults. Registration opens on December 

12, 2016, for classes that begin in January 2017. Adults 

can sign up to learn CPR and teens can take classes in 

baby-sitting safety. Children can choose from a number of 

fun and enriching activities, including music and musical 

theatre, STEM, cookie decorating, fitness, sports, 

cartooning and more.  

COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

OFFERS SATURDAY 

ENRICHMENT FOR ALL AGES 



 

FBLA “HAUNTED HIGH SCHOOL” BREAKS FUNDRAISING RECORD 

 

Each year, the PHS chapter of 

Future Business Leaders of 

America (FBLA) hosts 

“Haunted High School” where 

children tour haunted 

classrooms and collect treats, 

all in a safe, supervised environment. This year’s 

event, held on October 28, netted a record $914 

in donations from the Piscataway community for 

the March of Dimes, which works to end 

premature birth and other problems that 

threaten babies. FBLA and other PHS clubs, 

including AFJROTC, ICCA, NHS, and Key Club, 

each adopted a classroom. While this student-

run event ran from 5pm to 7pm, many weeks of 

planning, coordination, and marketing preceded 

it to ensure its success. 

CONGRATULATIONS              

DR. CETTA, MS. SERNOTTI  

AND MR. SOZIO 

Congratulation to Dr. Maria Cetta and Ms. Jennifer 

Sernotti on their recent promotions. Dr. Cetta, who 

currently serves as PHS Dean of Students for Grade 11, 

will move to Conackamack on January 1 as Assistant 

Principal, replacing Mr. Peter Sozio, who is retiring after 

many years with the district. Ms. Sernotti, who most 

recently served as Acting Assistant Principal at 

Randolphville, moved to Arbor School as Assistant 

Principal beginning December 1. Congratulations to Dr. 

Cetta and Ms. Sernotti on their next steps, and best wishes 

to Mr. Sozio on his well-deserved retirement! 

QUIBBLETOWN GIVES BACK 

CONACKAMACK AFTERCARE KIDS 

BRING THANKSGIVING CHEER 

Students in the AfterCare Program at Conackamack paid a 

Thanksgiving visit to the Senior Center, bringing handmade gift 

bags and holiday cheer to the residents.  

Students in the Quibbletown Talent Show received accolades for 

their performances, but a post-show experience was even more 

meaningful. On November 29, the students skyped with Ninaj 

Raoul, Director of Haitian Women for Haitian Refugees, the 

organization that was the recipient of the Talent Show proceeds. 

Over the past decade, HWHR has provided solidarity support to 

communities in Haiti to recover and rebuild in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters. Quibbletown students learned 

how their donation would be used and gained a deeper 

understanding of the needs in Haiti post Hurricane Mathew.  


